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SPEAKING FOR MAN 


Back in May 1966, when this photograph 
was taken, it was still possible—though 
risky—to call openly for American with- 
drawal and for a ceasefire, in Saigon. 
The call comes now from underground, 
from prison, and from exile. 


The appeals below are reprinted (in a 
shortened form) from Tin Tuong, the 
publication of the Vietnamese Overseas 
Buddhists. They represent the voice of 
those silenced marchers, and of millions 
ef other voiceless Vietnamese. 


We Vietnamese are not enjoying the war 
going on in our country, a war that has 
destroyed the very fabric of our society, 
a war that has destroyed much of our 
population and resources and many of 
our human values. 


We do not want to kill, in whosoever’s 
name it might be, for whatever cause it 
might be. We are too much aware of the 
fact that we are victims of an interna- 
tional conflict, that we are killing not 
for the sake of Vietnam. We want the 
war to stop, and to stop at any cost. 


Voices are being heard everywhere say- 
ing that the Vietnamese are determined 
to go on with the war until they get this 
or that. These voices are not speaking 
for us, even when they claim to be our 
government, our representatives, no 
matter where they stand in the political 
conflict. If you hear people say that we 
Vietnamese want te fight to the end, do 
not believe them. They are not speaking 
for the overwhelming majority of us. We 
Vietnamese do not want this war to go 
on for another single hour. But our 
voices are suffocated, lost in the sounds 
of bombs and mortars and in the 
attempts to distort and repress. We are a 
country in war. We do not have demo- 
cracy in Vietnam. We cannot speak out. 


The few who have had the chance to 
speak out for the majority have been 
condemned as traitors by one side or the 
other and subjected to a million kinds of 
mistreatment. 


Voice of the 
Unrepresented 


In June, 1969, an International Confer- 
ence of Vietnamese Buddhists was held 
in France. Delegates came directly from 
Vietnam and from other countries. 


The Conference formed a delegation, to 
speak for the majority of Vietnamese, 
who are not being represented by any 
party to the peace talks. The Buddhist 
delegation does not speak for any govern- 
ment or any political party. This is not 
its purpose. What the delegation strives 
for is to make heard the voices of those 
who are not represented. 


We Vietnamese know ‘that although we 
do not want to accept the continuation 
of the war, we cannot stop the war by 
ourselves. We are caught between two 
huge blocs. By ourselves we cannot resist 
the huge war machine that is consuming 
our lives so mercilessly. The Vietnamese 
problem is not only a problem between 
Vietnamese; it is not only a problem 
between Vietnamese and Americans; it 
is a problem of the whole world. 


It is necessary for neutral countries and 
all people who are aware of the neces- 
sity of international agreement to work 
together, by diplomatic means and by 


public pressure, to arrive at a solution 
to the conflict in Vietnam. 


We call on people throughout the world 
to demand a unilateral cease-fire on the 
part of the United States. The US has 
bombed North Vietnam; it has bombed 
South Vietnam; it has ‘destroyed too 
much of our country. It is up to the 
United States to stop the war. That is 
what the majority of Vietnamese people 
want to say. 


Below is reprinted the Buddhist delega- 
tion’s Five Point plan to break the 
deadlock of the Paris peace talks and 
bring peace to Vietnam, presented in 
October 1969. 


1) We call upon France, India and 
Sweden to intervene at the International 
level, especially between the Capitalist 
and Communist blocs, to obtain their co- 
operation in finding a solution for Viet- 
nam by neutralising the countries of 
former Indo-China and the whole of 
South East Asia. 


2) We call upon the government of 
Nguyen Van Thieu to cease immediately 
all oppression of movements for peace 
and reconciliation in Vietnam and to 
release all those arrested for their peace 
activities. Thus religious, humanist and 
neutral forces will be free to act as a 
force of mediation and reconciliation 
between different Vietnamese warring 
parties. 


3) We call on the United States Govern- 
ment and that of the Republic of Viet- 
nam to declare a unilateral cease-fire 
throughout the whole area of combat, to 
announce officially their absolute respect 
for this cease-fire, and call on the 
National Liberation Front to respond. 
The consequences of this will be the end 
to destruction of human life and the 
creation of an atmosphere favourable to 
a political solution. 
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Message lo The 


American People 


Now you see the atrocity of the Vietnam war. 


We speak to you not from the side of the Saigon Government nor from 
the side of the NLF but from the midst of the war where we find our 
lives to be more important than any ideology or political position. 


What we need most in Vietnam is a ceasefire. To the majority of 
Vietnamese a ceasefire is peace. Ceasefire means an end to the 
senseless killing of our women and children, burning of our homes 
and poisoning of our soil. We know that the United States can enact 
a ceasefire and save the lives of Americans as well as Vietnamese. 


In 1968 the United States stopped bombing North Vietnam: this drew 
the initiative of the Peace Talks. Now declaration of a ceasefire will 
draw an equally rapid response because the majority of Vietnamese 
will support it and because the pressure of the whole world weighs 
upon it. 


You know that the United States can declare a unilateral ceasefire 
without risking American lives. Once the killing is stopped we will 


| not be so impatient about negotiations, and withdrawal will be easier, 


smoother and even quicker. 


Most of you profess the Christian faith. Most of us are Buddhists. We 
know that you do not want to continue destroying our country. We 
want to join you in honouring Christ on the day of His birth in the 
most significant way: by celebrating together an unconditienal cease- 
fire declared by your government on Christmas Eve. The power to 
bring this about lies in your hands. 


Thich Nhat Hanh, Thich Minh Tam, Thich Phap Kien, 
Thich Thien Qua, Thich Thien Thang, Thich Tri 
Quang, Thich Chon Hoa, Thich The Tinh. For the 
Vietnamese Buddhist Delegation in Paris. 


December 4, 1969 
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on biophiliacs and necrophiliacs 


Creators and 
destroyers 


Erich Fromm is the author of a 
number of well-known books on 
‘psychology, ethics, and contempor- 
ary social problems, among them 
“The Art of Loving”, “The Fear 
of Freedom”, and “The Sane 
Society ”’. 


This article is his summary of his 
book, ‘ The Heart of Man ” publish- 
ed in Britain by Routledge and 
Keegan Paul; 15s, and is reprinted 
from the New York “Saturday 
Review ”. 


Many people are aware of the possibility 
of nuclear war; they are aware of the 
destruction such a war could bring with 
it—and yet they seemingly make no 
effort to avoid it. Most of us are puzzled 
by ‘this behaviour because we start out 
from the premise that people love life 
and fear death. Perhaps we should be 
less puzzled if we questioned this pre- 
mise. Maybe there are many people who 
are indifferent to life and many others 
pooee not love life but who do love 
eath. 


There is an orientation which we may 
eall love of life (biophilia); it is the 
normal orientation among healthy per- 
sons. But there is also to be found in 
others a deep attraction to death which, 
following Unamuno’s classic speech 
made at the University of Salamanca 
(1936), I call necrophilia. It is the at- 
titude which a Franco general, Millan 
Astray, expressed in the slogan “Long 
live death,” thus provoking Unamuno’s 
protest against this “necrophilous and 
senseless cry.” 


A necrophilous person is one who is 
attracted to and fascinated by all that is 
not alive, to all that is dead; to corpses, 
to decay, to faeces, to dirt. Necrophiles 
are those people who love to talk about 
sickness, burials, death. They come to life 
precisely when they can talk about death. 


A clear example of the pure necrophilous 
type was Hitler. 


He was fascinated by destruction, and 
the smell of death was sweet to him. 
While in the years of success it may 
have appeared that he wanted only to 
destroy those whom he considered his 
enemies, the days of the Gétterdimme- 
rung at the end showed that his deepest 
satisfaction lay in witnessing total and 
absolute destruction: that of the German 
people, of those around him, and of 
himself. 


The necrophilous dwell in the past, 
never in the future. Their feelings are 
essentially sentimental; that is, they 
nurse the memory of feelings which 
they had yesterday—or believe that 
they had. They are cold, distant, de- 
votees of “law and order.” Their values 
are precisely the reverse of the values 
we connect with normal life; not life, 
but death excites and satisfies them. 


Life as machinery 


If one wants to understand the in- 
fluence of men like Hitler and Stalin, it 
lies precisely in their unlimited capac- 
ity and willingness to kill. For this 
they were loved by the necrophiles. 
Of the rest, many were afraid of them 
and so preferred to admire, rather 
than to be aware of, their fear. Many 
others did not sense the necrophilous 
quality of these leaders and saw in 
them the builders, saviours, good 
fathers. 


If the necrophilous leaders had not 
pretended that they were builders and 
protectors, the number of people at- 
tracted to them would hardly have 
been sufficient to help them seize power, 
and the number of those repelled by 
them would probably soon have led to 
their downfall. 

The necrophilous person is driven 
by the desire to transform the organic 
into the inorganic, to approach life 


mechanically, as if all living persons 
were things. All living processes, feel- 
ings, and thoughts are transformed into 
things. Memory, rather than experience 
—having, rather than being—are what 
count. The necrophilous person can 
relate to an object—a flower or a person 
—only if he possesses it; hence, a threat 
to his possession is a threat to himself; 
if he loses possession he loses contact 
with the world. 


That is why we find the paradoxical 
reaction that he would rather lose life 
than possession, even though, by losing 
life, he who possesses has ceased to 
exist. He loves control, and in the act of 
controlling he kills life. He is deeply 
afraid of life, because it is disorderly and 
uncontrollable by its very nature. 


‘Law and order’ 


To the necrophilous person justice means 
correct division, and they are willing 
to kill or die for the sake of what they 
call justice. “Law and order” for them 
are idols, and everything that threatens 
law and order is felt as a satanic attack 
against their supreme values. 


The necrophilous person is attracted to 
darkness and night. In mythology and 
poetry (as well as in dreams) he is 
attracted to caves, or to the depth of 
the ocean, or depicted as being blind. 
(The trolls in Ibsen’s Peer Gynt are 
a@ good example.) All that is away 
from or directed against life attracts 
him. He wants to return to the dark- 
ness of the womb, to the past of 
inorganic or subhuman existence. 


He is essentially oriented to the past, not 
to the future, which he hates and fears. 
Related to this is his craving for cer- 
tainty. But life is never certain, never 
predictable, never controllable; in order 
to make life controllable, it must be 
transformed into death; death, indeed, 
is the only thing about life that is 
certain to him. 


The necrophilous person is orderly and 
obsessive. This aspect of the necroph- 
ilous person has been demonstrated to 
the world in the figure of Eichmann. 
Eichmann was fascinated by order and 
death. His supreme values were obedi- 
ence and the proper functioning of the 
organisation. He transported Jews as he 
would have ‘transported coal. That they 
were human beings was hardly within 
the field of his vision; hence, even the 
problem of his having hated or not 
hated his victims is irrelevant. He was 
the perfect bureaucrat who had trans- 
formed all life into the administration of 
things. 

But examples of the necrophilous 
character are by no means to be found 
only among the inquisitors, the Hitlers 
and the Eichmanns. There are any 
number of individuals who do not have 
the opportunity and the power to kill, 
yet whose necrophilia expresses itself 
in other and (superficially seen) more 
harmless ways. 


An example is the mother who will 
always be interested in her child’s 
sickness, in his failures, in dark prog- 
noses for the future; at the same ‘time 
she will not be impressed by a favour- 
able change nor respond to her child’s 
joy, nor will she notice anything new 
that is growing within him. We might 
find that her dreams deal with sickness, 
death, corpses, blood. She does not harm 
the child in any obvious way, yet she 
may slowly strangle the child’s joy of 
life, his faith in growth, and eventually 
infect him with her own necrophilous 
orientation. 


My description may have given the 
impression that all the features men- 
tioned here are necessarily found in 
the necrophilous person. As far as in- 
dividuals are concerned, any one of the 
features mentioned here may be more 
pronounced in one person than in 
another. Furthermore, the degree to 
which a person is necrophilous in com- 
parison with his biophilous aspects and 
the degree to which a person is aware of 
necrophilous ‘tendencies and rationalises 
them vary considerably from person to 
person. 


Yet the concept of the necrophilous 
type is by no means an abstraction or 
summary of various disparate behaviour 
trends. Necrophilia constitutes a funda- 
mental orientation; it is the one answer 
to life that is in complete opposition 
to life; it is the most morbid and the 
most dangerous among the orientations 
to life of which man is capable. It is 
true perversion; while living, not life 
but death is loved—not growth, but, 
destruction. The necrophilous person, 
if he dares to be aware of what he 


feels, expresses the motto of his life 
when he says: ‘Long live death! ” 


The opposite of the necrophilous 
orientation is ‘the biophilous one; its 
essence is love of life in contrast to 
love of death. Like necrophilia, biophilia 
is not constituted by a single trait but 
represents a total orientation, an en- 
tire way of being. It is manifested in a 
person’s bodily processes, in his emo- 
tions, in his thoughts, in his gestures; the 
biophilous orientation expresses itself 
in the whole man. 


The person who fully loves life is 
attracted by the process of life in all 
spheres. He prefers to construct, rather 
than to retain. He is capable of won- 
dering, and he prefers to see something 
new to the security of finding the old 
confirmed. He loves the adventure of 
living more than he does certainty. 


His approach to life is functional rather 
than mechanical. He sees the whole 
rather than only the parts, structures 
rather than summations. He wants to 
mould and to influence by love, by 
reason, by his example—not ‘by force, 
by cutting things apart, by the bureau- 
cratic manner of administering people 
as if they were things. He enjoys life and 
all its manifestations, rather than mere 
excitement. 

Biophilic ethics has its own principle 
of good and evil. Good is all that serves 
life, evil is all that serves death. Good is 
reverence for life, and all that enhances 
life. Evil is all that stifles life, narrows 
it down, cuts it into pieces. 


The conscience of the biophilous person 
is not one of forcing oneself to refrain 
from evil and to do good. It is not the 
superego described by, Freud, a strict 
taskmaker employing sadism against 
oneself for the sake of virtue. The 
biophilous conscience is motivated by 
its attraction to life and joy; the moral 
effort consists in strengthening ‘the life- 
loving side in oneself. For this reason 
the biophile does not dwell in remorse 
and guilt, which are, after all, only 
aspects of self-loathing and sadness, He 
turns quickly to life and attempts to 
do good. 


Fun, or joy ? 


The dichotomy of biophilia-necrophilia 
is the same as Freud’s life-and-death 
instinct. I believe, as Freud did, that 
this is the most fundamental polarity 
that exists. However, there is one 
important difference. Freud assumes 
that the striving towards death and to- 
wards life are two biologically given 
tendencies inherent in all living sub- 
stance, that their respective strengths 


are relatively constant, and that there is - 


only one alternative within the opera- 
tion of the death instinct—namely, that 
it can be directed against the outside 
world or against oneself. In contrast ‘to 
these assumptions, I believe that ne- 
crophilia is not a normal biological 
tendency, but a pathological phenom- 
enon—in fact, the most malignant path- 
ology that exists in man. 


Where are we, the people of today, with 
respect to necrophilia and biophilia? 
Undoubtedly our spiritual tradition is 
one of love of life. And not only this. 
Was there ever a culture with more love 
of ‘fun’ and excitement, or with greater 
opportunities for the majority to enjoy 
fun and excitement? But fun and excite- 
ment are not thessame as joy and love of 
life; perhaps underneath there is in- 
difference to life, or attraction to death? 


To answer this question we must con- 
sider the nature of our bureaucratised, 
industrial, mass __ civilisation. Our 
approach to life becomes increasingly 
mechanical. The aim of social efforts is 
to produce things, and in the process of 
idolatry of things we transform our- 
selves into commodities. The question 
here is not whether they are treated 
nicely and are well fed (things, too, 
can be treated nicely); the question is 
whether people are things or living 
beings. 

People love mechanical gadgets more 
than living beings. The approach to 
man is intellectual-abstract. One is in- 
terested in people as objects, in their 
common properties, in the statistical 
rules of mass behaviour,’ not in living 
individuals. All this goes together with 
the increasing role of bureaucratic 
methods. In giant centres of produc- 
tion, giant cities, giant countries, men 
are administered as if they were things; 
men and their administrators are trans- 
formed into things, and they obey tthe 
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...« People take the thrills of excitement 


for the joys of life... 
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law of things. In a bureaucratically 
organised and centralised industrialism, 
men’s tastes are manipulated so that 
they consume maximally and in pre- 
dictable and profitable directions. Their 
intelligence and character become 
standardised by the ever-increasing use 
of tests, which select the mediocre and 
unadventurous over the original and 
daring. 


Indeed, the bureaucratic-industrial civi- 
lisation that has ‘been victorious in 
Europe and North America has created 
a new type of man. He has been de- 
scribed as the “ organisation man” and 
as homo consumens. He is in addition 
the homo mechanicus. By this I mean a 
“gadget man,” deeply attracted to all 
that is mechanical and inclined against 
all that is alive. It is, of course, true 
that man’s biological and physiological 
equipment provides him with such 
strong sexual impulses that even the 
homo mechanicus still has sexual de- 
sires and looks for women. But there is 
no doubt that the gadget man’s interest 
in women is diminishing. 


A New Yorker cartoon pointed to this 
very amusingly: a salesgirl trying to 
sell a certain brand of perfume to a 
young female customer recommends it 
by remarking, “It smells like a new 
sports car.” 


Any observer of men’s behaviour today 
will confirm that this cartoon is more 
than a clever joke. There are apparently 
a great number of men who are more 
interested in sports cars, television and 


radio sets, space travel, and any number 
of gadgets than they are in women, love, 
nature, food; who are more stimulated 
by the manipulation of non-organic, 
mechanical things than by life. Their 
attitude towards a woman is like that 
towards a car: you push the button and 
watch it race. 


Tt is not even too far-fetched to assume 
that homo mechanicus has more pride 
in, and is more fascinated by, devices 
that can kill millions of people across 
a distance of several 'thousands of miles 
within minutes than he is frightened 
and depressed by the possibility of such 
mass destruction. 


Homo mechanicus becomes more and 
more interested in the manipulation of 
machines, rather than in the participa- 
tion in and response to life. Hence he 
becomes indifferent to life, fascinated 
by the mechanical, and eventually 
attracted by death and total destruc- 
tion. This affinity between the love of 
destruction and the love of the mecha- 
nical may well have been expressed 
for the first time in Marinetti’s Futurist 
Manifesto (1909): 


“A roaring motor-car, which looks as 
though running on shrapnel is more 
beautiful than the Victory of Samo- 
thrace . . . We wish to glorify war— 
the only health-giver of the world— 
militarism, patriotism, the destructive 
arm of the Anarchist, the beautiful 
Ideas that kill the contempt for 
woman.” 


Briefly then, intellectualisation, quanti- 
fication, abstractification, bureaucratisa- 
tion, and reification—the very charac- 
teristics of modern industria] society— 


when applied to people rather than to 
things are not the principles of life but 
those of mechanics. 


People living in such a system must 
necessarily become indifferent to life, 
even attracted to death. They are not 
aware of this. They take the thrills of 
excitement for the joys of life and live 
under the illusion that they are very 
much alive when they only have many 
things to own and to use. The lack of 
protest against nuclear war and the 
discussion of our “atomologists ” of the 
balance sheet of total or half-total 
destruction show how far we have 
already gone into the “valley of the 
shadow of death.” 


To speak of the necrophilous quality of 
our industrial civilisation does not imply 
that industrial production as such is 
necessarily contrary to the principles 
of life. The question is whether the 
principles of social organisation and 
of life are subordinated to those of 
mechanisation, or whether the principles 
of life are the dominant ones. Obviously, 
the industrialised world has not found 
thus far an answer to the question 
posed here: How is it possible to create 
a humanist industrialism as against the 
bureaucratic mass industrialism that 
rules our lives today? 


The danger of nuclear war is so grave 
that man may arrive at a new barbarism 
before he has even a chance to find the 
road to a humanist industrialism. Yet 
not all hope is lost; hence we might ask 
ourselves whether the hypothesis deve- 
loped here could in any way contribute 
to finding peaceful solutions. I believe it 
might be useful in several ways. First 


of all, an awareness of our pathological 
situation, while not yet a cure, is never- 
theless a first step. If more people be- 
came aware of the difference between 
love of life and love of death, if they 
became aware that they themselves are 
already far gone in the direction of 
indifference or of necrophilia, this shock 
alone could produce new and healthy 
reactions. 


Furthermore, the sensitivity towards 
those who recommend death might be 
increased. Many might see through the 
pious rationalisations of the death’ lovers 
and change their admiration for them 
to disgust. Beyond this, our hypothesis 
would suggest one thing to those con- 
cerned with peace and survival: that 
every effort must be made to weaken the 
attraction of death and to strengthen 
the attraction of life. 


Why not declare that there is only one 
truly dangerous subversion, the subver- 
sion of life? Why do not those who 
represent the traditions of religion and 
humanism speak up and say that there is 
no deadlier sin than love for death and 
contempt for life? Why not encourage 
our best brains—scientists, artists, edu- 
cators—to make suggestions on how to 
arouse and stimulate love for life as 
opposed to love for gadgets? 


I know love for gadgets brings profits to 
the corporations, while love for life 
requires fewer things and hence is less 
profitable. Maybe it is too late. Maybe the 
neutron bomb which leaves entire cities 
intact, but without life, is to be the 
symbo) of our civilisation. But again, 
those of us’ who love life will not cease 
the struggle against necrophilia. 


US Arms: Pentagon Pedlars 


Thomas de Baggio reports: The interna- 
tional arms merchants, firmly planted 
behind Pentagon desks, have directed 
weapons worth $50 billion to 80 countries 
over the last two decades. It has made 
the US the leading merchant of death, 
dwarfing sales by all other nations who 
were involved in $18 billion-worth of 
sales. 

Rationale for this has been slippery 
strategic justifications, but it has become 
clear that the prime motive for official 
American involvement in this murderous 
business has been economic. As R. 


Lawrenee Coughlin recently remarked in 
Congress: ‘We no longer provide a 
nation with arms primarily because it is 
in either party’s long range national 
interest to do so. We now sell arms 
as a short-range expedient to solve our 
balance-of-payments problem, to keep 
the munitions industry booming and to 
appease temporarily the demands of 
other nations.” 

Coughlin pointed out that “this arms 
sales programme has also brought down 
friendly governments, bankrupted trea- 
suries and encouraged outbreak of wars.” 


Teach-in on racialism 


Paul Chand reports: A series of teach- 
ins to discuss effective ways of combating 
racialism have been held in Catford 
during the past month, organised by the 
South London branch of ACCORD 
(Action Campaign to outlaw Racial 
Discrimination). This branch has already 
set up accommodation and employment 
services to help immigrants. 


Guest speakers included Jim Radford 
and Roy Sawh, The former was superla- 
tively reasonable, the latter highly in- 
flammatory. Jim Radford suggested that 
while discrimination against coloured 
people certainly takes place and should 
not be ignored, we should not go looking 
for it where it does not occur. He saw 
the housing problem as a class rather 
than a racial problem. Discrimination in 
this field was against the poor, not 
necessarily against colour. He quoted the 
case of a coloured family in a hostel who 
felt discriminated against, and an iden- 
tical case involving a white family in 
another area. Counter examples how- 
ever, were readily provided by his 
audience. 


Jim went on to suggest that the best way 
for immigrants to protect themselves 
was to form their own tenant-protection 
organisations and also to fight alongside 
the squatters. Taking such a stand would 
in the end contribute to the re-educative 
process which is so much desired. Other 
measures advocated on a more personal 
level were tricks to cheat the property 


managers of effective discriminatory 
action, or better still to bring such 
actions before the Race Relations Board. 


At the meeting with Roy Sawh (of the 
Black Panthers), tempers flared, and 
accusations of racialism were flung 
across the room from all sides. Roy 
would brook no compromise, decried the 
white liberals, ignored suggestions of a 
common cause with other groups. How- 
ever, it certainly was a lively meeting 
from which emerged plans of an attack 
on the teaching of history in schools 
—one of the present forms of propaganda 
masquerading as culture. It was suggest- 
ed there should be two histories, not 
one, so that the white man’s view of the 
black man should not be foisted on 
children in the classrooms. Plans were 
made for a conference with history 
teachers to be held in the new year. 


With Powellism under fire, the need was 
expressed to meet a growing and seem- 
ingly irresistible force with an equal and 
opposite force, i.e. to. exchange propa- 
ganda for propaganda seeking every 
possible means of striking back at im- 
plicit racial attitudes in the mass media. 
The action to be taken as a result of this 
desire is far from clear. The need was 
expressed for a prominent public figure 
to fight Powell on equal terms. This 
meeting then ended in uproar with Roy 
Sawh being accused of being the racialist 
he undoubtedly is. 


In 1969 alone the US gave away nearly 

$500 million-worth of arms in military 

assistance grants. Total export sales for 

the same period amounted to $1.75 

billion. Over a third of the sales were to 

pennies in the Near East and South 
sia. 


Complete disregard 


US Defence Department figures on 
weapons sales between 1962 and 1969 
are instructive. In many respects they 
show a close alignment with stated 
foreign policy goals. But, alarmingly, in 
other instances there has been a com- 
plete disregard for official government 
policy. For instance, since 1962 the US 
thas sold $38.6 million-worth of weaponry 
to South Africa, despite a 1963 embargo 
also initiated by the US. A State Depart- 
ment man told Coughlin that the arms 
ban was still “rigidly enforced”. On the 
African continent, only Libya received a 
larger chunk of weapons during the same 
period, according to the figures. 


However, Coughlin pointed out, the total 
arms bill for Africa apparently does not 
include “the huge volume of weaponry 
we have supplied to Ethiopia—a quantity 
of arms valued in excess of our military 
aid to all other African nations com- 
bined.” That would mean that the US 
has pumped into a country of 23 million 
individuals over $113.7 million-worth of 
arms in the last seven years. 


According to Coughlin, the US continues 
to arm both the United Arab Republic 
($300,000-worth in 1969) as well as Israel 
(1969 figures are classified). Defence 
Department figures also show that during 
1969 the Greek dictatorship received a 
bountiful $33.5 million-worth of weapons 
—a figure 40% higher than the total 
received ‘by that nation over the last six 
years. 


Arms sales also took big jumps in 1969 
over past years in Iran, Formosa, 
Thailand, El Salvador, Chile and 
Morocco. The top five purchasers of 
American death machines over the last 
seven years for which figures are pub- 
lished include: West Germany ($4.1 
billion), United Kingdom ($1.77 billion), 
Australia ($831.9 million), Iran ($699.1 
million) and Japan ($447.3 million). 


The figures, indication of the booming 
profitability of the arms trade indulged 
in by the US government and partly 
subsidised by the American taxpayer, 
show one of the reasons for the reluct- 
ance US negotiators have shown in not 
putting conventional arms control ques- 
tions on the Strategic Arms Limitation 
Talks agenda. 
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NCCL takes up case of diplomat told to “close your dirty mouth” 


Nigerian suffers at hands of British force 


Roger Moody writes: The National 
Council for Civil Liberties (NCCL) is 
demanding an apology from the Home 
Secretary and disciplinary action against 
a number of police officers, as a result of 
its investigations into the ‘‘ Gomwalk 
case’. 


On November 15, according to Tony 
Smythe, Secretary of the NCCL, Clement 
Gomwalk—First Secretary of the 
Nigerian High Commission, was arrested 
and detained by police after commission 
of a minor parking offence—parking on 
a yellow line—in Brixton. 


His efforts to identify himself at the time 
of the arrest were, claimed the NCCL, 
“ignored by the police officers” con- 
cerned, while one policeman tricked him 
into “ admitting ” he had stolen the car. 


According to several witness reports 
made to NCCL Mr. Gomwalk was dragged 
from his car, and manhandled by four 
or five policemen, then handcuffed en 
route to Brixton police station. 


While in the police car, alleges Mr 
Gomwalk, he was threatened with being 
“killed”, was struck in the groin and 
told to “close your dirty mouth.” On 
reaching Brixton Police station he was 
“pulled out of the car by (Policeman 
X) ... his wrists were damaged and 
there was still an open wound on one of 
them ... three days after the incident.” 
Inside the police-station he was forced 
to remain in handcuffs for more than an 
hour. Eventually the Station Inspector 
rang the Nigerian High Commission, 
confirmed his identity, and he was 
released. This was allegedly after the 
Inspector disclaimed responsibility for 
what had happened to him. 


A number of people were arrested after 
a crowd gathered, protesting at Mr 
Gomwalk’s arrest. According to Mrs 
Gomwalk, several of the protesters were 
beaten by police (who may have num- 


bered nearly fifty at one point). Accord- 
ing to a witness living nearby, (Desmond 
Bryan) one man was hit with a truncheon 
and had to go to hospital with a broken 
arm. There he was arrested. According 
to another shop-keeper, in a report he 
gave to the NCCL, “there were some 
Black Power people giving out leaflets 
who started shouting. Vanloads of police 
came and started using truncheons on 
the crowd . ..I saw a girl covered 
am blood, but not what happened to 
elaa. 


Anonymous Calls 


The NCCL is protesting vigorously at a 
number of “ wider implications’ of the 
case. It points out that publicity 
surrounding the incident caused con- 
siderable distress to the Gomwalk family. 


They were subjected to abusive telephone 
calls, and several anonymous letters—in- 
cluding one from the secretary of the 
“Keep Britain White Society” inviting 
Mr Gomwalk to return to Nigeria where 
“Biafrans might ... put a bullet through 
your shining black skull.” 


The NCCL is also gravely concerned at 
the “general implications, for relations 
between the police and immigrants in 
the Brixton area.” 


“Have the black citizens of Brixton come 
to expect ill-treatment by the police? 
Why did they assume injustice merely 
because a black man was being arrest- 
ed?” The NCCL points out that two 
years ago, because of complaints which 
it passed on to the police, the situation 
improved, but complaints, were now 
approaching their former level. 

The handling of the case at diplomatic 


level has also caused the NCCL con- 
siderable alarm. “There are”, it says, 


“two hundred British subjects enjoying 
diplomatic privileges in Federal Nigeria 
. . . If we wish our diplomats to enjoy 
hospitality abroad, HM Government must 
take steps to ensure that foreign diplo- 
mats in this country are treated with 
utmost consideration.” Tony Smythe 
adds, that the case has been “ considered 
at the highest level of the Government 
of Nigeria” and that it has been widely 
reported there. 


Mr Callaghan’s statement on the case in 
the House of Commons on November 17 
—which also dealt with breaches of 
diplomatic immunity in general—was, 
according to the NCCL “based entirely 
on police reports.” The Home Secretary 
accused Mr Gomwalk of refusing to 
divulge his identity, and claimed the 
police were trying to deal with the 
matter “in a way that caused a minimum 
of damage ... either with any govern- 
ment or diplomat or any member of the 
public.” Both claims, on the evidence 
submitted by the NCCL, are clearly 
untrue. 


The NCCL has shown, in a painstaking 
manner—by taking on-the-spot evidence 
from witnesses—that a minor incident 
starting perhaps with a misunderstand- 
ing, can be ‘blown by police acting 
aggressively and racialistically into a 
full-scale clash. 


Aggravation 


Why did the police descend that morning 
on Atlantic Road in such great numbers? 
Why did they draw truncheons? Why 
was Mr Gomwalk arrested? Why—in fact 
—was he questioned at all, when it 
seems there were other cars breaking 
the law that day, by parking on a yellow 
line? The publicity given the Gomwalk 


case—compounded by James Callaghan’s 
fatuous and xenophobic remarks in the 
Commons on November 17—has further 
served to aggravate the incident. It 
is interesting and instructive to find 
that 'the one issue on which HMG has 
been able to cock a snoot at the Nigerian 
government (according to the NCCL its 
complaint was handled with “evident 
discourtesty”” by the Foreign Office) 
concerns the treatment of a member of 
a coloured minority within Great Britain. 


Special 
Relationship ? 


So much, then for the “ special relation- 
ship” or the “residual colonial respon- 
sibility’ between Britain and Nigeria, 
with which the Government seeks to 
justify its Biafra policy. So much too, 
for those British citizens and civil 
servants who as the NCCL states, to a 
certain extent enjoy hospitality overseas, 
because of the treatment given their 
counterparts over here, and whose pos- 
sible plight as a minority within Nigeria 
was used by Wilson in March this year, 
to justify continuing to supply the 
Federals with arms. 

Further, the NCCL has had to do what 
the police and the Home Office through 
their own investigatory procedure should 
have done immediately after Mr 
Gomwalk’s complaint was brought to 
their notice. 


On the evidence submitted by Tony 
Smythe this week, it seems clear that the 
four members of the crowd who were 
due to appear in court on Thursday, have 
virtually no case to answer, and that the 
police have only just begun to explain 
the whole disturbing incident. 


Russians find Grigorenko insane—again 


The Soviet authorities have officially 
declared Major General Grigorenko in- 
sane, and so avoided the embarrassment 
of a public trial. A similar procedure is 
underway against former collective-farm 
chairman Ivan Yakhimovitch, another 
outspoken critic of the regime’s excesses. 


Pyotr Grigorenko was arrested in 
Tashkent back in May, when he went 
there to attend the trial of a number of 
Crimean Tartars, for protesting at the 
refusal of the authorities to let their 
community return to the home from 
which Stalin had deported them. 


At that time Grigorenko was charged 


with slandering the State. In October he 
was moved to the Serbski psychiatric 
unit in Moscow for “ examination”. On 
December 2 he was sent back to 
Tashkent, so that the case could be tidied 
up. At present he is in a Tashkent jail. 


His condition is “ paranoid development 
of his personality”, This is the same 
diagnosis under which Grigorenko was 
held for eight months in 1964-65, follow- 
ing on seven months in jail. At that time 
his paranoia had shown itself in his 
daring to accuse Kruschev of fostering 
his “ personality cult ”, and the diagnosis 
had been reversed after Kruschev was 


sacked, though other illegal disabilities 
continued. 


Ivan Yakhimovitch got in trouble for 
writing to party hack Mikhail Suslov in 
February 1968 protesting at the trial of 
Alexander Ginzberg and Yuri Galanskov 
He was dismissed from his job as 
collective farm chairman, and expelled 
from the Communist party—both penal- 
ties being imposed from above. 

Earlier this year both Grigorenko and 
Yakhimovitch (together with others) 
called on Soviet citizens to support 
Czechoslovaks protesting at the invasion 
and occupation. 


Vietnamese Buddhists plan for peace 


continued from page 1 


4) The organisation of religious, huma- 
nist and neutralist forces in Vietnam 
will immediately after the cease-fire, 
contact Vietnamese warring parties in 
order to form at once a Provisional 
Neutralist Government for South Viet- 
nam, which will be representative of all 
these warring parties as well as all of 
the popular forces. The role of this 
Provisional Government will be: 


to execute the withdrawal of all. US 
and allied troops from Vietnam; 


to discharge all Vietnamese military 
personne! in South Vietnam and to 
organise units of engineers to repair 
roads and bridges, rebuild homes, and 
produce food for the population; 


to organise a Security Force just big 
enough to maintain internal order and 
security of the country; 


to heal the wounds of the war—to 
repair war destruction and put into 
effect a plan to cope with the most 
urgent needs of the people—food ‘and 
housing; 


to demand compensation from the US 
Government for all damage caused to 
Vietnam by the war; 


to accept international economic aid 
for reconstruction of Vietnam and for 
establishing an independent national 
economy as a basis for true political 
independence; 


to organise General Elections to form 
a Constituent Assembly, which will 


draw up a National Constitution and 
elect a Neutralist Government based 
on this Constitution. P 


5) The Neutralist Government, elected by 
the people, will establish normal rela- 
tions with the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam and negotiate procedures for 
General Elections to be held in both the 
North and the South to reunify the 
nation. 


IT and Running Man 


IT’s latest issue announces that three 
directors of Knullar (Publishing, Print- 
ing and Promotions) Ltd, (IT),—Graham 
Keen, Dave Hall and Peter Stansill— 
have been charged on two counts under 
Common Law. 


The first charge alleges that the three 
“conspired with persons inserting 
advertisements, and with other persons, 
to induce readers to resort to the said 
advertisements for the purpose of homo- 
sexual practices and thereby to debauch 
and corrupt morals.” 


The second charge alleges that the three 


“conspired to outrage public decency 
by inserting advertisements in the said 
issues containing lewd,’ disgusting, and 
offensive matters,’—both (apparently) 
offences against the Common Law of the 
land. The preliminary hearing will be on 
January 16. 


A “repeat performance ” of the IT raid 
was carried out, on the offices of The 
Running Man Press in Westbourne 
Grove, Bayswater, last week. They took 
away a proof copy of the novel called 
The Mouth, by Paul Abelman, together 
with lists of potential buyers. 


US Draft: 
Resisters 
and 
Sentences 
on 

the Increase 


Between July 1968 and June 1969, 3,455 
Americans were prosecuted for draft-law 
violations. During the first six months 
of this year 1,839 prosecutions were 
brought before the courts, of which 915 
were found proved. Most of the re 
mainder chose to go into the forces after 
all, and the charges were dropped. 


Assistant Attorney-General W. R. Wilson 
gave these statistics in an interview 
(International Herald Tribune, December 
8) and also gave information which indi- 
cated that sentences were increasing in 
severity. 


He said that the nation’s courts were 
being overloaded by cases arising from 
youth opposition to the Vietnam war. 
At present, he went on, prosecutions are 
being initiated at the rate of 300 per 
month. This is the figure for an entire 
year recorded between 1960 and 1965. 


Both convictions and the length of sent- 
ence were on the increase. In 1967, the 
average penalty on conviction was 32.1 
months imprisonment, whereas in 1968 
this was 37.3 months. 'The number of 
convictions has only been exceeded in 
recent times at the end of the second 
world war (2,800 in 1945). During the 
Korean war, with approximately the same 
total manpower strength in the armed 
forces as at present, the number of con- 
victions was 425 in 1954 and 345 in 1953. 


Peace News 19 December 1969 5 


NIGERIA/BIAFRA SPECIAL 
THE BBC AND BIAFRA 


Radio and TV have been notoriously 
erratic in their coverage of the Nigeria/ 
Biafra war, as they are on many issues. 
Now and again there is sudden interest— 
as‘when the Alan Hart team returned 
from the war recently, and ITN screened 
a number of programmes dramatising 
the acute suffering. But soon afterwards, 
attention tends to lapse. The universal 
broadcasters excuse for this: “Biafra is 
not a burning issue... its not news...” 
or words to that effect. 


Such an argument is the last defence of 
sloppy thinkers, for at least one of the 
reasons Biafra is not “ news ” is that BBC 
and ITV have not bothered to make it 
such. Both TV channels have turned 
down material offered them from over- 
seas, for fear of “ offending ” viewers. 


A “This Week” team which returned 
from Biafra earlier this year had its 
material edited and sereened in such a 
way as to imply that Biafra was on the 
verge of defeat—much to the chagrin of 
the team involved. Fortunately it seems 
the cut material will now be used in a 
future programme. 


It is impossible to summarise in a short 
space the shortcomings of BBC sound 
radio: again a very great deal depends on 
the priorities given by individual pro- 
ducers. Some of this erraticism between 
programmes can be detected in the 
report we publish on this page by 
Suzanne Cronjé, taken from the BBC 
regarding the recent Parliamentary 
debate, the Federal “final offensive” 
and talks of a meeting between the two 
sides in Ethiopia. 


Undoubtedly the most effective way of 
complaining about BBC/ITV coverage of 
the war, and impressing on the broad- 
easting companies their duty in taking, 
as distinct from following the public 
lead, is by telephoning individual editors 
and producers. 


On this page Nigel Gowland—probably 
the country’s most adept and experienc- 
ed protest-telephonist—summarises the 


key figures to tackle in broadcasting, 
about the war. 


The week of the big Nigerian debate 
opened—as so often before—with a 
dramatic announcement, credited by the 
BBC African service to sources in Lagos, 
that Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia 
had invited Nigerian and Biafran repre- 
sentatives to attend talks in Addis Ababa 
the following Monday. 


Not unexpectedly Mr Harold Wilson 
opening the foreign affairs debate told 
Parliament that nothing must be said to 
jeopardise the talks. He said little that 
was new. An interview with David 
Williams, editor of West Africa, which 
was broadcast on Monday on “Focus on 
Africa” the BBC’s daily topical affairs 
programme, was much more revealing. 


Mr Williams started off by stressing that 
the forthcoming Addis Aababa meeting 
was merely exploratory and on an un- 
official level. “ It would be useful to find 
out what the two sides meant by various 
words: ‘no conditions’ ‘ceasefire’ and 
so on”. All these things could be ex- 
plored “but it is not negotations’”’. He 
did not rate the chances of the explora- 
tory talks very high. He knew of nothing 
that would change the fundamental views 
on both sides, “making possible any 
meeting of the top leaders.” 


The Federal Government, Mr Williams 
explained, was always ready for talks 
inside the recent OAU resolution on the 
conflict, ‘ that is to say in the context of 
one Nigeria”, which “means of course 
that the Biafrans must renounce seces- 
sion before negotiations. On the Biafran 
side, ‘without conditions’ means that 
there are talks without renouncing 
secession, thereby imposing from the 


Federal point of view, the biggest con- 


dition of all: 


ition the continuation of seces- 
sion. 


Williams could not see the Federal 
government giving way “backed as it is 
by the OAU.” Together with this exposi- 
tion, “Focus” broadcast a report from 


their man in Lagos that Federal officials 
had indicated they would take part in 
peace talks “without preconditions.” By 
this they mean among other things, 
without their having to agree to a cease- 
fire first... 


If General Ojukwu insists on a ceasefire 
as he has done in the past the attempt 
“| |, would come to nothing.” (Since 
the May Kampala meeting the Biafrans 
have not in fact insisted on a ceasefire as 
a precondition). 


Wednesday’s “ Focus” was also interest- 
ing in its handling of the Nigeria debate. 
“Why did the ‘backbenchers revolt 
against the government’s Nigeria policy 
fizzle out?”, the programme asked. In 
contrast, David Holmes, the BBC Political 
correspondent, reported on Radio 4 that 
there was “sizeable protest, the biggest 
anti-government vote yet on its Nigeria 
policy.” It was not up to the level of the 
hundred or more predicted before the 
debate, “but, as I said, a record vote 
against the government on this issue ”. 


Thursday’s “Focus on Africa” inter- 
viewed a Danish reporter, Lasse Jensen, 
who had just returned from Biafra. He 
said the Federal offensive had started 
six weeks ago but had been repelled by 
the Biafrans. This got an interesting 
reply from the BBC man in Lagos on 
Friday, who spoke about “reports from 
London” that the Nigerian assault had 
been thrown back. 


However, in Lagos, opinion on this quest- 
tion was divided. “I have no evidence 
that the offensive had begun’, he said. 
“Probes on both sides” might account 
for the fluctuating casualty figures, but 
“the impression I get is that the offen- 
sive has not yet started but might do so 
at any time and when it does the feeling 
is that it won't be any attempt at a 
sudden crash-bang solution.” 


The Federdl troops had three or four 
months of dry campaigning weather 
before them, numerical superiority, and 
“new equipment like the battery of 
Russian guns so they could afford to 
think of attrition rather than a death-or- 


glory offensive.” An impartial listener 
might have thought from this account 
that the offensive had failed, but that no- 
one in Lagos was prepared to admit this. 


The Lagos reporter had other informa- 
tion. Concerning the Addis Ababa talks 
they were “certain to be held at a low 
level.” He had found no-one optimistic 
about their value, and it was thought 
the chance of a cease-fire was very 
slender. 


On Saturday the BBC Africa Service 
announced that Okoi Arikpo, Nigerian 
External Affairs Commissioner said his 
government had not yet received an 
invitation to go to Ethiopia: negotia- 
tions would have to be made on Nigerian 
unity for that was what Nigeria was 
fighting for. Had Dr Arikpo listened to 
David Williams? 


By then the Biafran delegation was en 
route to Addis Ababa. On Monday the 
BBC reported its arrival in Ethiopia, led 
by Dr Pius Okigbo, Biafra’s senior 
economist. He stated on arrival that this 
was the first time the Nigerians had 
agreed to unconditional talks: he hoped 
a meeting between the two top leaders 
could ‘be arranged. But according to the 
BBC there was no sign of a Nigerian 
delegation, and nothing had been heard 
from Lagos about Dr Arikpo’s statement 
on Saturday. 


Strangely enough, the Voice of America 
Africa programme on Monday reported 
that Dr Okigbo had arrived in Abidjan, 
not in Addis Ababa, where he made the 
statement attributed to him by the BBC. 
However, according to the Voice of 
America a Nigerian spokesman in Addis 
Ababa had said preliminary talks might 
start before the end of the month and 
serious discussions early next year. 


Were the talks announced to get the 
fighting stopped or merely criticism of 
the British government? The Monday 
interview in which Mr Williams proved 
to have so much foresight might show 
the answer. Perhaps there was no inten- 
tion to talk at all. 
SUZANNE CRONJE 


Nigel Gowland on who to call and where in 


Radio and Television 


News rooms. Telephone: 01-580 4468 
(Radio) or 01-743 8000 (Television). 


Ask the switchboard for “ news room”. 
Employ a confident tone of voice. If the 
operator asks, ‘‘Do you wish to make a 
complaint?” merely repeat: “News 
room, please—this is important.” 


When put through to the news room, 

ask for the foreign editor. Other key 

people are: Geoffrey Hollingworth, head 

of radio news, and B. W. Bliss, editor of 

pio news features, including World at 
ne. 


Ring up whenever a news story is slant- 
ed, or inaccurate, or when you have news 
to convey. If you: want to check exactly 
the coverage for any day or period, ask 
for “Bulletin Information” and your 
query will be answered from the “ News 
Index.” 


News at Ten (ITN). Tel: 01-637 2424. 


News at Ten’s coverage has been much 
more honest and comprehensive than 
the BBC’s. Lapses certainly do occur, so 
ring to express disappointment or offer 
encouragement. ‘ 


24 Hours (BBC). Tel: 01-743 8000. 


This programme’s interest in the war 
has shown a marked decline since 
Anthony Smith took over the editorship 
at the ‘beginning of the year. 


Ask for any of the following: Anthony 
Smith, John Dekker, Gordon Watts, 
David Harrison or David Lomax, Ask 
“When are you going to do a programme 
on Biafra?” or, better still, be ready 
with a programme idea. 


Panorama. Tel: 01-743 8000. 


Three out of the recent series of fifteen 
programmes have been concerned with 
Biafra and Nigeria. To encourage the 
team further, contact: Brian Wenham, 
the Editor, or Richard Kershaw 
(reporter). : 


The Question Why. Tel: 01-743 8000. 


Known to be concerned about Biafra, but 
apparently Malcolm Muggeridge and 
producer Peter Chafer are still unable to 
link the issue into the basic religious 
content of the programme. Produce well- 
thought-out arguments for their doing 
this. They will listen sympathetically. 


The David Frost Show (London Week- 
end). Tel: 01-734 9431. 


Because Frost allegedly has a close 
relative working in Lagos, the issue is 
almost totally blacked, but not quite. 
Last year they flew Nigel Fisher over 
from Finland to take part in a discussion 
on the issue, 'but this was later cancelled. 
One of the staff, Peter Baker, is con- 
Re about Biafra. Ring ‘him or Tony 
ay. 


Today (Thames TV). Tel: 01-405 7888, 


Has done bits and pieces on the war. Pep 
‘em up. Collect names off the credits, 
but for’ a start ask for: Eamonn 
Andrews, Elizabeth Cowley, or Nicholas 
Mellish. 


This Week (Thames TV). 


Philip Whitehead has done a couple of 
programmes on the war, and a team will 
be going to Biafra for the New Year. 
Howard Thomas is managing director of 
the company, and Brian Tesler is 
director of programmes, 


Further suggestions 


Group action could take the form of 
“telephone demonstrations "—standing 
in a line at call-boxes and bombarding 
target programmes, leaving the receiver 
off the hook as the most militant form 
of protest action. 
When phoning: ask for a person by 
name whenever possible. . 
Don’t be hoodwinked into believing 
that your complaint will be better 
answered if it is put in the form of 


Bells Ring 
for Biafran 
dead 


Bells will toll for an hour throughout 
Britain at 11 am on Saturday, December 
20, as Anglican and Catholic churches 
remember the dead in Biafra and 
Nigeria, and pledge themselves to the 
largest joint Christmas appeal for some 
years, 


The appeal has been initiated by Com- 
monwealth Concern, a body set up at the 
end of November to channel funds from 
England into the Joint Church Aid and 
Africa Concern airlifts into Biafra. 


Its committee includes representatives 
of the Sue Ryder Foundation, the Save 
Biafra Campaign, the All Hallows Biafra 
Relief Fund, Biafra 69, the Co-ordinating 
Committee for Action on Nigeria/Biafra, 
Peace News, and African Concern itself. 


The fund-raising on December 20 (“ For 
whom the bell tolls”) is being organised 
by Philip Jackson, seconded by Oxfam 
for a month, and a committee compris- 


a letter. It won't. 


Be considerate of the time of those 
who are basically sympathetic. Fili- 
buster those who aren't. 


Don’t be inhibited by any lack of 
expertise or background knowledge on 
the war. The magnitude of the suffer- 
ing and the fact of British responsi- 
bility is sufficient reason for your call. 


Press for: more news, more debate, and 
more first-hand reporting. . 


ing Commonwealth Concern, Oxfam, Save 
the Children Fund, Christian Aid, British 
Red Cross, Leonard Cheshire and 
Winston S. Churchill. 


On Wednesday, December 10, the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury was to deliver an 
address urging Anglican churches to 
observe the day of remembrance and 
money-collecting on December 20, while 
Cardinal Heenan is expected to issue a 
statement on similar lines to Catholic 
churches. 


No target has yet been set for the appeal 
~—although a figure of £1,000,000 has 
been mentioned in some quarters. The 
funds will be divided between Nigeria 
and Biafra “ where the need is greatest ”. 


For further information contact: Com- 
monwealth Concern, c/o HELP, 2 
Arundel St, WC2. Tel: 01-836 3151. 


Help 
leven 
S. Low 
‘IA Rescue 
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NIGERIA/BIAFRA SPECIAL 


Suzanne Cronjé reported in Peace News 
(‘A Question of Security ”, December 5) 
that a National Orientation College had 
been set up in Biafra for the education 
of the public. 


The college, she tells us, teaches “ basic 
political and economic principles and 
their application.” We may perhaps take 
it for granted that, among the courses, 
will be ones on recent Nigerian and 
Biafran history and the principles of 
what General Ojukwu himself calls “ th 

Biafran revolution.” . 


Thus, with the General’s blessing, I 
am at liberty to speculate on what might 
constitute a_ revolutionary theory for 
Biafra. His Excellency has given us the 
outlines of his thought already in the 
“Green Book” (The Ahiara Declaration) 
and this article will try to extend his 
analysis. 


The General refers in his book to both 
“neo-colonialism” and “exploitation ” 
—concepts which are looked at in a 
nationalistic context. But this need not 
be the case. And my own preference is 
that, the principles of scientific socialism 
should be taught at the college. 


African socialism 


What is meant by “ scientific socialism ’? 
J. F. Maxwell, diocesan director of the 
Catholic Social Guild, Southwark, says 
in his introduction to Father Onuoha’s 
book African Socialism, that “ African 
socialism is designed to be scientific not 
in the Marxist communist sense ... but 
in the genuine sense of planning to apply 
mathematics and science and technology 
to agriculture and industry.” 


I can only differ with J. F. Maxwell’s 
definition, however, and re-state what 
for me is the valid Marxist. hypothesis: 
that capitalism cannot succeed; that it is 
bound to fail, given the nature of its 
contradictions, to solve the vast problems 
of poverty and alienation which confront 
the human race. Far from resolving these 
human problems, capitalism is likely to 
make them worse: it thrives on the 
existence of malaise. 


One pseudo-argument often trumped up 
is that socialism, or communism for 
that matter, runs contrary to our African 
customs and practices. Father Onuoha, 
in the book referred to, argues that 
what he calls African socialism can be 
based partly on “‘ three principles derived 
from African tradition’ (namely 
“fraternity”, “leadership” and “ dia- 
logue”). While not ignoring this, it is 
important to realise that merely because 
certain practices prevailed in the past, 
that is no justification for them con- 
tinuing if they can be bettered in the 
future. 


The breathless competitiveness which 
capitalism has thrust onto our societies 
has made it impossible for most family 
heads to work, ideally, beyond their own 
small units. While the “extended 
family ” is a myth with which bourgeois 
sociologists have tried to divert our 
attention from the problem of restruc- 
turing African society, and have tried 


FRED NWUOSU offers Ojukwu some advice 


SECESSION AS A TACTIC 


to maintain it stagnant for their own 
exploitation. 

Another bogey peddled by capitalist 
apologists is that we need foreign capital 
for our development. The fact is, foreign 
capitalists can no longer help Africa, 
or underdeveloped countries, any more 
than an executioner can help his 
prisoner. Only self-reliance or socialist 
aid can lead to true cultural revolution. 


The interests of the foreign investor and 
under-developed countries are not only 
different, they are in direct conflict. 
Their gain is our loss, and vice versa. 
Such is the ineluctable law of neo- 
colonialist aid. (J. Woodis has pointed out 
that, between the years 1954 and 1962, 
the production and export of cocoa in 
Nigeria went up by 120%. Yet in 1962 
Nigeria received only £29 million as 
against £30 million in 1954. In effect, 
Nigeria was robbed of £41 million at 
market prices.) 


On the other hand, Nigeria has done well 
for her own indigenous crop of capita- 
lists. As Time magazine once pointed out, 


“Nowhere is the new African busi- 
nessman doing better than in Nigeria, 
Black Africa’s most populous and 
most prosperous nation. With a popul- 
ation of 55 million and an economy 
that grows 41% each year, the number 
of Nigeria’s millionaires is growing 
almost as fast as the country itself.” 
And as Basil Davidson has observed: 


“You cannot have capitalism without 
a capitalist class. And you cannot build 
a capitalist class without directing the 


wealth of the many into the pockets 
of the few in ways that are at first 
crude and therefore very obvious. 
What you require, in short, is a period 
of primitive accumulation.’ 


What are some of the minimal arrange- 
ments which African states must under- 
take if they are to practice socialism? 
First, they must nationalise the main 
factors of production, including mines, 
oil and petroleum industries, and must 
prohibit the interference of foreign 
combines in baking, insurance, iron and 
steel industries; mor must they be 
allowed to dominate sea, air or rail 
transport. 


Second, co-operative enterprises should 
be* developed among our petty traders, 
farmers, builders and artisans, trades- 
men and retailers. By this, it would be 
hoped that returns to individuals will be 
based on production and not on the 
number of shares they hold, and that in 
discussions the votes of all members 
would be equal. 


Wasted education 


It is a telling comment on the will with 
which erstwhile Nigerian politicians 
professed socialism that African univer- 
sity economics students are expected to 
suggest ways to encourage the growth of 
“indigenous capitalism”, and that the 
tremendous enthusiasm for education in 
Africa, instead of being channelled into 
productive ends, is wasted on routine 
exercises in the three Rs. 


There are several other commitments, 
not confined to national boundaries, with 
which all African socialists should be 
aligned. At the international level, they 
should appreciate that socialist societies 
are only part of a world strategy for 
the victory of socialism over capitalism. 


They must show sympathy and under- 
standing for students’ and workers’ revo- 
lutionary movements in Europe and 
America; identify with the liberation 
struggle in Vietnam, Latin America, 
and nearer home in Zimbabwe, Angola, 
Mozambique, South Africa. In inde- 
pendent African countries they must be 
committed to the building of an African 
a political union of African 
states. 


It is important to re-iterate this in the 
context of Biafran secession from 
Nigeria. Biafran secession should be seen 
as a_ tactical move to defeat neo- 
colonialists who, if ever they wish to 
see Africa united, want it to be in terms 
which do not disrupt their market 
arrangements or industrial complexes 
throughout the continent. 


The resources of large foreign firms, 
like Unilever, United Africa Company 
and Shell-BP, together are far larger 
than those controlled by any single 
African state. And while Shell-BP’s in- 
vestment in both Nigeria and Biafra is 
not vital to the company, the develop- 
ment of the delta oil-field is vital to 
Biafra. In the long-run, no African 
country alone can be strong enough to 
tackle these foreign monopolies, 


Tunji Otegbeye puts a pro-Federal view 


A united Nigeria versus imperialism 


In considering secession in Nigeria, 
Marxist-Leninists should consider the 
effect of such a move on Africa, on 
Nigeria itself. Further they must pay 
attention to the content of the secession 
god the internal and external motivating 
actors. 


Each-country in Africa, as a result of 
colonial heritage, has its acute national 
questions. It is common knowledge that 
the imperialists have worked up reac- 
tionary nationalism in Congo (Kinshasa), 
in Uganda and Kenya to split these 
countries. The Biafra experiment would 
have been a justification for intensifying 
this line of action, which could lead to 
more mushroom states which can easily 
be kept as neo-colonial puppet states. 


Secondly, the energy spent in consolidat- 
ing the anti-imperialist front would now 
be spent in fratricidal national struggles. 
Either way the imperialists stand to 
gain. 

The strongest case put forward by 
supporters of secession is that the 
“ Biafrans ” should have a right to self- 
determination including secession. In 
answering those who hold this view, we 
have to point out that the Eastern Region 
of Nigeria is occupied by the Ibos' who 


Two Marxists on Biafra 


It is often asserted that the Nigeria/Biafra conflict has been caused 
by neo-colonialist intrigue, and is continued because of the alignment of 
neo-colonial powers. (France on the side of Biafra; Britain and Russia 


on the side of Nigeria). 


Here we publish two different “socialist programmes ” attempting to 
show how the ‘Africans on both sides can be liberated from further 
colonialist or capitalist exploitation. One is written by a Nigerian 
Marxist, former leader of the Nigerian Socialist Workers’ and Farmers’ 
Party (now banned), and the other by a Biafran living in London. 


While both articles use similar terminology, the gulf between them is 
immense. Tunji Otegheye seems to start with the assumption that British 
and Russian support of Nigeria is intended only to strengthen Nigeria 
against the threat of US and French exploitation. Mr Nwuosu seems to 
accept that Biafran secession was an inevitable consequence of the 
exploitation of the past, but argues that it should not become an end in 


itself. Any nou-socialist nation state 


on the continent, unwilling to enter 


into union with other African. states, faces recurring exploitation and 


human catastrophe, he suggests. 


number over seven million, the Efikos 
3} million, Ogojans 0.8 million and the 
Ijaws 14 million; that the petroleum and 
the rich agricultural areas were in the 
minority areas. 


Even under colonialism and after poli- 
tical independence the minority national 
groups always fought for self-determina- 
tion, but their efforts were thwarted by 
the ruling Ibo bourgeoisie who controlled 
the regional government and had a 
strong influence in the federal govern- 
ment. Therefore it is important to realise 
that the Ibo bourgeois secessionists, after 
the pogroms in the Northern States, 
decided to set up a Biafra without any 
mandate from the people and certainly 
against the aspirations of the minority 
groups in the area for a right to self- 
determination, in order to found a new 
state dominated by the Ibo bourgeoisie. 


The short-lived administration of the 
secessionists in the minority areas shows 
clearly an effort to dominate the minority 
national groups and their rich natural 
resources. In this venture the seces- 
sionists had the support of the USA, 
France, West Germany, Portugal, South 
Africa, some independent African states, 
and the Mao Tse-tung clique. 


We should not lose sight of the fact that 
contradictions among the imperialist 
circles also have their effect on the seces- 
sion,The USA and French imperialists 
wanted to seize the rich oil deposits of 
Nigeria from Britain. The secessionists 
became a pawn on the chess board of 
the imperialists. 


Nigerian Marxist-Leninists hold the view 
that only a united Nigeria will be able 
to fight effectively against foreign ex- 
ploitation for economic independence. 
Realising that Africa has been split into 
small states—over 30 of these states have 
under five million people—it becomes 
imperative to keep Nigeria united and to 
develop its potentialities for the further- 
ance of the African revolution. 


In his work, Critical Remarks on the 

National Question, Lenin stressed that 

the right of nations to self-determina- 

tion should not be confused with the 

gevisapllity of secession. He emphasised 
a 


“While, and in so far as, different 
nations constitute a _ single state, 


Marxists will never, under any circum- 
stances, advocate the federal principle 


of decentralisation. The great centralis- 
ed state is a tremendous historical step 
forward from medieval disunity to 
the A hae socialist unity of the whole 
world.” 


The creation of the twelve States by the 
federal military government of Nigeria 
provides real conditions for the exercise 
of the right to self-determination. The 
former Eastern Region of Nigeria now 
consists of three States, which accords 
with Lenin’s teaching that “far from 
precluding local self-government, with 
autonomy for regions having special 
economic and social conditions, a distinct 
national composition of the population, 
and so forth, democratic centralism 
necessarily demands both”. In the light 
of Marxist-Leninist exposition, which has 
been justified by history and the example 
of other countries, the claim of the 
bourgeois secessionists of the Eastern 
Region of Nigeria to secession cannot be 
justified. 


The Soviet role 


Tt should be stressed that the struggle to 
keep Nigeria united is a struggle against 
imperialism, a contribution to the cause 
of national liberation and full inde- 
pendence. As such. the Nigerian people 
have cause to thank all the anti-imperia- 
list forces which have given moral and 
material support to this struggle. More 
especially they have cause to thank the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
and the entire Soviet people for an 
objective appraisal of the Nigerian situ- 
ation and their consistent and determin- 
ed stand against jimperialism. 


In Nigeria, progressive groups are debat- 
ing the possibility of a united front of 
all anti-imperialist forces for the struggle 
for economic independence and demo- 
cracy. Some groups see this move as the 
emergence of a new party like the Arab 
Socialist Union in Egypt. 

Marxist-Leninists in Nigeria believe in 
the revival of their Party after the lift- 
ing of the ban on political activity, the 
need for the leading role of the working 
class in alliance with the peasantry, and 
the leading role of the Party of a new 
type—the party of communists who can 
guide, with the instrument of Marxism- 
Leninism, the development of the 
national-democratic revolution, and _ its 
transformation into a socialist revolution. 
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santas’ fight the Christmas Con 


A trade union for real Father Christ- 
mases was officially registered this 
week. It promptly went into action by 
registering under the Trades Union Act, 
and applied for membership of the 
Trades Union Congress. And on Wednes- 
day Father Christmases of various 
colours and sexes were planning to 
picket Selfridges in furtherance of the 
alms of the union. 


These are: “to protect the fantasies of 
children from exploitation of a commer- 
cial, political or religious nature; to 
promote, maintain, improve and advance 
entertainments for young people, as 
Well as creative play and arts activities 
by the promotion of crafts and educa- 
tional drama, and other fine arts, in- 
cluding mime, dance, singing and music; 
to provide standards for our trade which 
will maintain the dignity of our profes- 
Sion, and establish and preserve the level 
of entertainment and communication 
which is implied by the other afore- 
mentioned objects.” (Rule 8). 


And the basic condition of employment 
is that “no member of this Brotherhood 
May accept work, casual or full time, 
from any employer who charges children 
or their escorts, either directly or in- 
directly, for meeting the said member of 
the said Brotherhood. .This shall not be 
misconstrued to mean that the buying of 
gift parcels or bumper packages is 
allowed. This is expressly forbidden.” 


The whole thing is a serious joke, a piece 
of media-manipulation and guerrilla 
action, arising out of Inter-Action Trust, 
whose thing is raising money for creative 


children’s play activities, and, as Dogg’s 
Troupe, presenting street plays and so 
forth. Back on November 9, Dogg’s 
Troupe demonstrated where it stood on 
the issue of department stores exploiting 
children’s fantasies quite unforgettably. 
The, management of Whiteleys of 
Queensway engaged the troupe as a 
come-on for its Christmas Toy Fair. As 
a climax to the entertainment, to the 
horror of the management, the troupe 
began handing out toys to the children 
—tree. 


The outcome so far is that Whiteleys is 
saying it’s going to with-hold the value 
of the toys (about £12 it’s said) from the 
fee of £65 that the troupe had been 
promised. 

All the signs are that the mass media 
are biting, what with the Christmas 
Spirit and all. Acting Super-Santa Ed 
Berman was sitting by a red-hot phone 
on Tuesday. 


“The union has been set up to see that 
there is no further exploitation of this 
magical children’s fantasy ” he declared 
in his enthusiastic press release. “In 
the name of joy, children and their 
parents are having their minds and 
pockets exploited in a crass and cynical 
manner. 

“Why should this most wonderful of 
myths be reduced to fat, doddering old 
fools, expensive bumper parcels and no 
joy or entertainment for the children? 
How long will department stores be able 
to take advantage of non-union labour to 
perpetrate this anti-season spirit? ” 


Incidentally, in spite of Ed Berman’s 
use of the phrase above, any fat dodder- 


ing old fools will be quite welcome to 
join the union. “ We hope that everyone 
in the country will join it”, said Ed 
Berman. “Fifty million Father Christ- 
mases would be something.” 


And if that might get a bit confusing 
then rule 12 should help set matters 
straight: “No member of this Union 
may claim to be the sole Father Christ- 
mas or Santa Claus. Each must proclaim 
the Brotherhood of all givers, young and 
old alike, whether costumed or not, and 
Impress upon his clients that work 
creates Joy and blah.” Moreover “No 
promises may be made by Father 
Christmas, unless he intends to keep 
them himself in reality.” 


If the whole thing sounds too gimmicky 
and too seasonal, there is a serious year- 
round role envisaged for Father Christ- 
mases (“wearing different disguises for 
the seasons of the year”), running 
“ child-minding ” creches in department 
stores and so forth—always on the prin- 
ciple that any entertainment they provide 
“must have the interest of the child as 
primary. The interests of the employer 
are not of concern to members of this 
union in this regard.” 


And if all this is beginning to sound 
pompous, the Union’s rule 11 should set 
that right. “ All members of the Union 
must endeavour to bring th spirit of 
fantasy to bear on each child’s visit. We 
deem this to be love, blah, brotherhood, 
blah, manual craftsmanship, blah, magic, 
blah, nature, blah, kindness to animals 
(human or otherwise), blah, and objects 
set out in rule 3.” 

KEVIN McGRratTH 


Nomads— 
by order 


Paul Wesley writes: Twenty-five gypsy 
families are occupying a: vacant site in 
Trinity Street, Canning Town. Newham 
Council has recently authorised building 
contractors to start work on the area 
(which had lain vacant for 20 years) 
for motorway and building construction. 
The families are not challenging the 
timing of this move by the Council but 
are asking that they provide an alterna- 
tive site. 

A Romany caravan school has been func- 
tioning on the site for several weeks and 
students from a nearby technical college 
have drawn up architectural plans and 
partly built a permanent school. Repre- 
sentatives from the families involved 
have met with the local education depart- 
ment to stress the harm to the children 
involved, in the threatened interruption 
of their education. 


Newham Council last week tried to get 
an injunction which was opposed and 
the case adjourned for one week. On 
Tuesday (December 16) it was their turn 
to ask for an adjournment when the 
fypsies produced evidence that there 
were in fact several alternative sites and 
evidence that the local Council was 
harrassing them in order to avoid pro- 
viding such alternatives. 


In Manchester meanwhile, the City 
Corporation’s Christmas cheer consists of 
two high court cases against 31 gypsies, 
banning: them from all Corporation land 
and giving them until noon next Monday 
to leave. 

The Plowden Report refers to gypsy 
children as, ‘‘ probably the most severely 
deprived in the country”, and in the 
spirit of the Gypsy Council which says, 
“the best way we can get something 
done about education is to start our- 
selves” there are now 7 caravan schools 
in existence and one permanent school 
on a caravan site. 


BRITISH TAXPAYER 
AIDS NIGERIA? 


A month ago we suggested in Peace 
News that Nigeria was ‘in the red,” and 
this view was taken on December 8 by 
Jonathan Aitken writing in the London 
Evening Standard. Said Aitken: “. .. 
Nigeria is broke. This means that Britain 
must from now on give limitless credit 
on all arms supplied to the Federal 
Government’. Aitken concludes that 
Britain is now supplying a “ minimum of 
£20 million a year” in arms to Nigeria, 
and “the bill for this arsenal is now 
being paid by the British taxpayer.” 


Nurses’ 
Petition 


“TIT, a member of the general public, 
recognising the importance to the com- 
munity of the service given by nurses, 
support wholeheartedly their fight for a 
substantial increase in pay. I call upon 
the government to see that nurses get 
justice now so that we, the people of this 
country, can rely on their services for 
the future.” 


No Strike 


Militant nurses have discounted the 
strike as a weapon for achieving their 
demands because of their commitment 
to patients, and are leafleting instead. 


Over one million leaflets have been 
distributed by the Royal College of Nurs- 
ing to hospitals, and even though many 
of these had still to be handed out by 
the various administrative bodies, the 
Ministry of Health admitted last Tuesday 
that 100,000 leaflets had already been 
received at their offices. 


TTY 
CORRECTION 


We much regret errors in this week’s Nigeria/Biafra insert, too late to be 
corrected, For “baking” on page 6, column 3, para 2, read “banking”, which 


makes a bit more sense. 


The article “Secession as a Tactic” (originally called “Political Education for 


Biafra”) is by Mr. S. Nwusu. 


A correspondent in last week’s West 
Africa takes a different view. He claims 
that the amount “in the pipeline”, 
awaiting payment to foreign suppliers 
and dividend earners exceeds “the 
published figures of the Central Rank’s 
overseas reserves ”—not the total foreign 
reserves as we suggested last month. 


Nonetheless recently Dr Clement Isong, 
Governor of the Central Bank, warned 
that Nigeria “was beginning to experi- 
ence a dangerous inflation ” (West Africa 
December 13). “To finance the war, the 
Government (has) to spend more than 
the economy could provide.” At the 
same time, ‘said Dr Isong, there was 
“great danger” in the intensification of 
demands for big wage increases. (This is 
no doubt part of the reason why last 
week the Federal government banned all 
strikes and lockouts for a year.) 


Christmas 
Fasts 


Christmas Fasts for Biafra are planned in 
Newcastle, Manchester, Belfast, Edin- 
burgh and London. 


In London, the Save Biafra Campaign 
will fast in Piccadilly from mid-day on 
Christmas Eve until mid-day on Boxing 
Day: contributions collected will go to 
the Campaign’s funds. Also planned: by 
Christian CND is a Vigil of Prayer com- 
bined with a small exhibition on Biafra, 
on the steps of St Martin-in-the-Fields, 
from 4 pm until midnight Christmas 
ve, 


Details of the fasts from: Save Biafra 
Campaign, 13 Goodwin St, London N4. 
Tel: 01-272 5590. 


Of the Vigil: from CCND, 38 Sutton Rd, 
London N10. Tel: 01-883 0384. 


Christmas Ships 


Norway's 18th relief ship for Nigeria/ 
Biafra war victims, left Norway last 
week, and its cargo should arrive at Uli 
airstrip by Christmas. 


SHINO? ¢ 
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Moratorium 
Loses News— 


Value 


The third Vietnam Moratorium took 
place in the US on Friday and Monday, 
in a low key, grass roots style, without 
the massive press attention which 
attended the larger scale actions of the 
October and November Moratoriums. 


Or, rather, ‘the first two-thirds of the 
Moratorium took piace. A third day of 
activities is planned for Christmas Eve. 


“Low keyed, grass roots and locally 
orientated protests” was what the 
National Moratorium said was the order 
of the day. In numerous communities 
there were marches, vigils, collections, 
and so forth. In other places there was 
“carolling for peace”, and in 30 places 
there were specially convened town meet- 
ings “to discuss local needs, military 
spending and: Federal taxes in relation 
to the war in Vietnam.” 


In New York 1,200 people listened to 
speakers including Mayor John Lindsay, 
who said of the “ Pinkville” massacre: 
“In hundreds of hamlets and villages the 
same death and destruction have taken 
place—only without photographs to 
remind us of what is happening, and 
with death coming instantly, imperson- 
ally, insulating our fighting men and 
ourselves from what these acts have 
wrought.” 


In Europe there were anti-war marches, 
notably in Frankfurt, where 2,000 people 
disrupted Christmas traffic, and windows 
were broken at the Amerika Haus 
cultural centre, and in Berlin, where 
there were two marches—a Communist 
one with 2,000, and a left-wing one with 
3,000. In Paris there was a token demon- 
stration by Americans inside the court- 
yard of the US Embassy. 


In London however the flu sabotaged the 
plans by Group 68 to give the US 
Embassy the carol treatment. The tone of 
the proceedings was to have been set by 
the presence of a Christmas Tree, A 
defoliated Christmas Tree. 

The tree-bearer however came down with 
flu, as did others. Group 68 were plan- 
ning to try again. this ‘Thursday 
(December 18) at 5.30 pm. 


The shipment brings the amount sub- 
scribed by Norway for Biafra war relief, 
to over ten million dollars: about three 
dollars per head of the Norwegian popul- 
a ane highest contribution in the 
world. 


The next Irish-English ship to Biafra 
organised under the aegis of Africa 
Concern, should arrive in Birkenhead 
at the end of this month. Storage space 
has been made available at: Holy Family 
Convent, Highfield Road, Rockferry, 
Cheshire (Tel: Rockferry 3857). Relief 
parcels should be addressed to Sister 
Genevieve at the Convent, and advance 
notice given. This will be the seventh 
Africa Concern ship destined for Biafra, 
and the third to call in England. 
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THEATRE/JAY HAMILTON 
Revenge is sour 


THE REVENGER’S TRAGEDY by Cyril 
Tournier. Directed by Trevor Nunn. 
Presented by the Royal Shakespeare 
Company at the Aldwych Theatre. 


The darkened stage fills with swirling 
figures who lustfully pair off and dis- 
appear again. A young woman is trapped 
in a circle of cloaked figures. From their 
midst a grotesque noble proceeds to 
rape her as the others look on. It is with 
these revels of a seventeenth century 
Italian court that Cyril Tournier’s The 
Revenger’s Tragedy begins, We are next 
formally introduced to the individual 
members of the court by the man who 
has sworn vengeance on the lot. How he 
succeeds—to becoming a victim of the 
carnage himself—provides ‘the play’s 
text. 


When this revenger (Vendice) goes about 
the business it is with great efficiency, 
zest, and wit. And it is wit, whether from 
Vendice or the members of the decadent 
court he enters, which places The 
Revenger’s Tragedy above its gore. All 
enter into the corruption with such style 
and cynicism that the resulting horror is 
somewhat mollified. 


The bastard son of the Duke (“an un- 
certain man of a more uncertain 
woman”) has an incestuous affair with 
his step-mother for no reason other than 
to cuckold his father. When he is pas- 
sionately kissed by the Duchess at one 
point, he turns with a look of disgust and 
wipes his mouth and tongue. Lussurioso, 
the Duke’s legitimate son, lusts for 
Castiza only because he must defile some- 
one that chaste. To assist him in this en- 
deavour, he ‘hires a disguised Vendice 
(who is also Castiza’s brother) to act as 
intermediary. 


Later when Vendice falls from favour, 
Lussurioso hires (who else?) but Vendice 
—now out of disguise— to murder “ him- 
self”. Further intrigues of the court 
involve two step-brothers (beautifully 
realised) who covet Lussurioso’s position 
as heir. One may not admire any of 
them, but they are all damned enjoyable. 


That this play should have been so long 
neglected must not be taken as a 
refiection on the work’s importance. If it 
is not highly memorable as a verse play, 
it is most certainly very theatrical. A 
definite obstacle to any production would 
be the assembling of a company able to 
give Tournier his full due. Under the 
firm direction of Trevor Nunn, the Royal 
Shakespeare Company has managed this 
fete in splendid fashion. 


Ian Richardson 1s a perfect Vendice. The 
many highly contradictory facets of his 
personality are accomplished with great 
clarity. We are shown a man both attrac- 
tive and sympathetic. It is with concern 
that we note his growing exhilaration 
and almost adolescent pride in his 
carnage. When he looks at his hands 
covered with blood, he cries almost in 
frenzy: “As fast as they come up, let’s 
cut them down.” This becomes a chilling 
moment. 


Even in the case of Alan Howard’s 


Lussurioso, there is enough style to his 
lechery to make him very good company. 
One could list the individual merits of 
all the performances but suffice to say 
that everyone appreciated his place in 
the piece and no one succumbed to the 
temptation of overstepping the mark. 
This is ensemble playing at its best. 


The one uneasy moment in an otherwise 
impressive evening occurred toward the 
end of the play when the staging of 
murder in rapid succession veered un- 
comfortably close to farce. Fortunately 
the balance was restored by the elegant 
eynicism of Ian Richardson’s Vendice. 


Few productions have looked as good as 
this one does. Christopher Morley’s 
costumes (using blacks, greys, and 
metallic silvers) have a dramatic impact 
of their own and Kenneth Lintott’s make- 
up transforms each face to fit the deed. 
For once when you plunk down your 
lolly at a West End ‘box office, you will 
be getting great value for it. 


Bob Overy replies to George Lakey 


I can’t help feeling a slight impatience 
with George Lakey’s attempt to describe 
a strategy for organising non-violent 
direct action across national boundaries 
so as to subvert political institutions 
(“Strategy of Non-violent Revolution ”, 
December 12). 


To support his claim that there is an 
increasing world-wide awareness of the 
illegitimacy of violence and a growing 
self-consciousness in the use of non- 
violent action, he instances the anti- 
colonial liberation struggle, the Czech 
and French events of last year, and the 
Swedish social democracy—but it is 
surely possible to argue from some of 
these examples, and from many others, 
to an entirely opposite conclusion, 
namely that revolutionary violence is on 
the increase (not to mention institutional 
violence). 


A New Anthology Of Poetry in the 
Cause of Peace 


Poems for those who choose 
to care 


Also 


Poets include 


Pete Morgan 
Peter Robins 

Pat Arrowsmith 
George Barker 
Keith Bosley 
Jeremy Robson 
Laurie Lee 

Pat Doubell 
Charles Causiey 
Ken Wlaschin 
Steyie Smith 

Jean Overton Fuller 
Madge Hales 
Christopher Logue 
Vera Rich 
Marjorie Baldwin 
Geoff Barnbrook 
Margery Smith 
Laurence Collinson 
Norman lles 


A Poetry Celebration at the Queen Elizabeth Hall December 30th 1969 
Featuring poems and poets from DOVES FOR THE SEVENTIES and 


songs from Julie Felix 


Tickets from Royal Festival Hall Box Office 


and usual agents. 


On sale everywhere 


It seems to me that the attempt to 
generate optimism from the incidence of 
examples of non-violent action must at 
present prove unconvincing (it certainly 
doesn’t wash in the British Isles at the 
moment—as I’m sure George Lakey has 
discovered) in which case, the non-violent 
revolutionary, if that is what he is to be 
called, has to discover his self-confidence 
from his own conception of what non- 
violence is and why it is important— but 
Lakey gives us no definition of non- 
violence, no suggestion of what is the 
philosophical or spiritual view which 
demands that a man move to challenge 
our society with non-violence. 


What also disturbs me is that, in com- 
mon with other researchers into non- 
violent action, he gives us a useful model 
of the technique of engaging in conflict 
—in this case, the strategy of non-violent 
revolution—but he gives us small clue as 
to the goals of the struggle—beyond the 
unexceptional advocacy of “ participatory 
democracy ”. Yet ends are means in non- 
violent action, so the social and political 
goals must figure fully in a strategy of 
non-violent revolution. 


Self-reliance is the necessary basis for 
non-violent action. For the individual 
under stress it demands a coherent 
philosophical or religious view; and for 
the group moving over into non-coopera- 
tion and civil disobedience it demands a 
shared, sustaining sense of superior 
values as expressed on the degree of 
equality and freedom in the movement’s 
social, economic and political organisa- 
tion. 


Lakey certainly touches on this in stages 
1 Oy and 5 (Organisation-building; 
Propaganda of the deed; Non-coopera- 
tion; and Parallel government)—but he 


fails to stress the central importance of 
what Gandhi called Constructive Pro- 
gramme in ‘his build-up of events. If the 
mass of people participating in non- 
violent action have not already discover- 
ed the beauty and strength of non- 
violence, a greater equality and freedom 
in social and economic as well as political 
organisation, then it is improbable that 
under conditions of conflict they will 
remain non-violent, or (assuming a suc- 
cessful political revolution) that the new 
institutions which emerge will be much 
different from the old. 


The whole concept of sustaining 
political non-violent action through 
values built up in living differently in 
social and economic life has tended to 
be ignored by Western non-violent 
actionists, with their emphasis (no slur 
intended) on political protest actions— 
yet until the means of organising social 
and economic life (as well as political 
life) in a way entirely different from 
today are visible—then talk of non- 
violent revolution is merely grandiose, 
which is maybe why I’m impatient with 
Lakey’s article. 


How does Lakey escape the obligation of 
placing a primary emphasis on the build- 
up of new values in social and economic 
organisation in his strategy of revolu- 
tion? By arguing that the acute environ- 
mental crisis for man living on this 
planet will raise such contradictions in 
the political structures that revolution 
is objectively probable within 30 years. 


However, I can see no obvious reason 
why such a revolution (assuming the 
prediction to be correct) should be 
non-violent. Which is why one has to 
look to the building of a community of 
equals at the heart of organising for non- 
violent action. 


Peter Robins 


Despite The Fresh Bread 


Despite the fresh bread on my plate 
that calls up cornfields and spills warm 
as august on a sour night, 

Pll not be silent or conform. 


Since you, grey, listless child with eyes 
as vast as my own faults, don’t share 
the glorious harvest which is ours: 

I, too, must starve, being aware 


that each wrapped ear of rising wheat 
sweetens beneath a sun still blind 

to rich and poor and black and white—. 
all inhuman, human kind. 


My face, reflecting winter’s sun, 
yours, burned by equatorial light, 

are equal now, not when—alone— 
we sleep in some cold unknown night. 


It is not then we shall want bread— 
a like-sized loaf for every man 

but now. Until each child is fed 

can I dare call one crust my own? 


The Press 
on Biafra 


Your series on newspaper treatments of 
the Nigeria/Biafra war has been most 
useful. It has shown very clearly that 
some correspondents are brighter than 
Others, that some do their homework, 
that some have affinities of background 
or temperament inclining them one way 
or the other before ever they put pen 
to paper. A most illuminating exercise 
to which the press could profitably be 
subjected more often. Ireland is the next 
suitable topic to be treated this way. 


V’m not sure that the sloppiness you 
point to ever went on to be sinister how- 
ever. And I would think discussion of 
the treatment given to Biafra would 
be incomplete without a brief statement 
of the conditions affecting the collection 
and distribution of news about the war. 


Biafra is surrounded—which means that 
reporters get in only by express invita- 
tion and by means provided by the 
Biafrans. For about a year now (since 
the Churchill expedition) few facilities 
have been given to British newspaper 
correspondents, although applications 
have been made for them. 


In this situation the main volumetric 
source of news has been the tireless PR 
agency, Markpress of Geneva, which 
pumps out releases. None of these, be- 
cause they are uncheckable PR bumph, 
is used. This is just a Pavlovian response 
by news editors. (In transmitting mes- 
Sages for journalists from inside Biafra 
I have heard no complaints of Markpress 
changing copy.) 

The effect of this is that Ian Laval’s 
diligent tuning to Radio Biafra from 
the Reuter office in Lagos is the most 
generally used news source. No wonder 
cover in the UK press is patchy. 


There are other factors. One is the 
Biafrans themselves. They have been 
known to float non-stories. Some months 
ago the Biafran office in London pro- 
duced “an international jurists’ report ” 
confirming widespread genocide. It 
turned out to be a retrospective view 
from one side only of the 1966 massacres. 


But the Biafrans straight-facedly launch- 
ed it as a contemporary document of 
the greatest importance. After this, 
reporters bring to Biafran claims a 
larger than usual pinch of scepticism. 


One could say here that the Ibo character 
has had a breaking effect on the momen- 
tum of the Biafran cause with public 
Opinion. If they had been simple inno- 
cents, instead of “too clever by half”, 
they might have made more appealing 
victims. But, of course, the war would 
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Friends House 

Euston (opp Euston station) 
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In aid of the 
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Tickets from 20 Albert Street, 
London NWI (include sae) or 
at door. 
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have lasted in that case only a matter of 
days. 


But that is too wide a field. I write to 
say only that some of the ups and downs 
in Biafran news coverage have causes 
which the Biafrans themselves control. 
And, finally, the long months between 
“pushes”, when both sides sit looking 
at each other from static lines of fox- 
holes, provides no copy. 


John O’Callaghan, 
The Guardian, 
Gray’s Inn Rd, WC1. 


PS: For the record, in case it seems 
otherwise, I am in favour of Biafran 
independence—with all the problems it 
would bring—but I don’t regard every 
Biafran as a saint, or every Biafran 
argument as unimpeachable as Holy 
Writ, 


Editors’ note: Markpress is no more 
“uncheckable”’ than the Nigerian In- 
formation Service—although the press 
has been happy to quote the latter and 
has given short shrift to the former. 
Markpress’s Geneva service is largely a 
re-direction of releases from the Biaf- 
rans’ own Overseas Press Service in 
Biafra, 


The Biafrans have certainly floated 
“non-stories”. However, the “ interna- 
tional jurists’ report” mentioned by 
John O’Callaghan was certainly more 
substantial than he implies. It was 
presented by Dr Mensah, a Ghanaian 
lawyer, and it summarised a large 
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numoer of allegations of genocide com- 
mitted after the war began. 


It is understandable that the British 
press should have ignored this report, 
since its affidavits came wholly from 
Biafrans. But it is much less excusable 
that the British press should have 
ignored an important statement made 
earlier this year by Sean McBride, 
Secretary-General of the International 
Commission of Jurists. 


The ICJ declared that the conflict had 
reached a point where it had to be 
solved “by the whole international com- 
munity,” and reached the conclusion that 
Biafra was facing “the deliberate 
starvation of the civilian population.” 


Trading with South Africa 


Although one can be grateful to the 
demonstrators against the Springboks for 
keeping some attention on the unjust 
regime in South Africa, it does seem 
rather incongruous that there is absolu- 
tely no notice taken of matches against 
teams from Portugal, whose totalitarian 
regime is conducting full-scale war 
against the indigenous population of its 
three African colonies. 


The politics of the sports field are any- 
way limited, and it might be better to 
see some protest against the companies 
which trade so actively with South 
Africa on terms that are surely not all in 
our favour. 


I find myself sickened today by the tone 


of glib satisfaction with which the BBC 
announces a new trade deal by British 
Leylands in South Africa. I’ve heard 
nothing like it since the great arms deal 
with Libya was clinched! Anyone for a 
sit-in at British Leylands? Or dare one 
suggest a widened boycott, not just of 
South African produce, but of those who 
actively participate in the South African 
economy through trade and investment? 


This might end up by forcing the boy- 
cotters onto a subsistence farm, but if 
we are counting on the effectiveness of 
the kind of token demonstration we have 
seen on the sports fields in recent weeks, 
we might just as well sit back and wait 
for the next African blood-bath anyway. 


Roger Franklin, 
Loom Cottage, 36 Loom Lane, 
Radlett, Herts. 


WRI Party 


On Monday, December 22, the staff of 
War Resisters’ International, 3 Cale- 
donian Rd, N1, is having a party from 
4-8 pm. 

We welcome all readers of Peace News 
to the party and look forward to renew- 
ing old friendships and making new ones 
at this informal gathering. Refreshments 
will be provided, but you'll have to bring 
your own bottles. 


Please inform us if you intend to come. 


The Staff of WRI, 
3 Caledonian Rd, N1. 


DIARY 


This is a free service. We reserve the right to 
select from notices sent in. To make the service 
as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not la r than first 
post Monday (Friday preferred). 


Include date, town, place (hall, street): 
nature of event, speakers, organisers, (and 
secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified or 
displayed advertisement. 

Remember to order copies of Peace News for 
your advertised meeting: Sale or Return. From: 
Circulation Department, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London Ni. 


= 


20 December Saturday 


TWICKENHAM. Springboks vs England, 1 to 
1.30 pm. Assemble in St Mary’s Road, adjoining 
Twickenham Station. March off 2 pm down 
Whitton Road. On_ reaching Twickenham 
Stadium a letter of protest will be handed in. 
Some marchers will remain to picket, others 
will proceed to Murray Park for an open-air 
rally, Anti-Apartheid Movement, 


TWICKENHAM. Assemble 1 pm Twickenham 
Station. Christian Non-violent Action outside 
the stadium, Further details from Jan at 
01-837 4473, CHURCH and CNA. 


21 December Sunday 


LONDON E1, 11 am. Freedom Press, 84b White- 
chapel High Street, Jumble Sale. 


21-24 Dec Sun-Wed 


LONDON WI. Four-day fast at the Rink Club, 
275 Oxford Street. Fast in Peace. Further in- 
formation at above address, or phone SHO 3732. 


22 December Monday 


LONDON Nil. 4.30 pm onwards. Peace News 
office, 5 Caledonian Road, Voluntary Peace News 
packing. Help get Peace news out before 
Christmas, meet the staff, free tea and pies. 


LONDON NI. 4 pm to 8 pm. 3 Caledonian Road. 
A get-together for all friends and members of 
the War Resisters’ International. Food provided, 
bring bottles, if you like, Please notify if you 
will come, Contributions towards expenses will 
be appreciated, WRI. 


23 December Tuesday 


LONDON WC2. 9 to 10 pm. Carol singing in 
Trafalgar Square in aid of Brothers to All 
Men. 


24 December Wednesday 


LONDON N65. 7.30 to 12 midnight. Steenoven 

Mission House, 16 Aberdeen Road. The Mistletoe 

Ceremony, Blessing and distribution of mistle- 

toe, proclamation of justice, love and peace and 

Banegaion. Speaker, Bishop Geoffrey Paget 
ing. 


LONDON WC2. 4 pm to midnight. Steps of St 
Martin-in-the-Fields. Vigil of Prayer. ‘“ Look at 
Biafra’’. Christian CND, Maeve Wilkins, 38 
Sutton Road, London N10. Tel: 883 0384, 


24-26 December Wed-Fri 


ROCHESTER. 9 pm. Rochester Cathedral. Two- 
day fast to publicise the poverty, homelessness 


UN Sell-Out over 


West lrian 


The General Assembly of the United 
Nations has accepted the so-called “act 
of free choice ” imposed by Indonesia on 
West Irian earlier this year, in which 
representatives of the people, hand- 
picked by the Indonesian government, 
voted to remain with Indonesia. 


In its resolution—carried by 84 votes to 
none, with 30 abstentions—the General 
Assembly “acknowledged with apprecia- 
tion” the fulfilment by Secretary- 
General U Thant and his Representative 
“of the tasks entrusted to them” under 
the 1962 agreement between the Nether- 
lands and Indonesia over the “ disposal 
of the former Dutch colony. An amend- 
ment proposed by Ghana, asking for 
another act of free choice by the end of 
1975, was rejected by an overwhelming 
majority. 


Thus one more nail has been struck 


justice. And one more UN Trusteeship 
territory has been unceremoniously 
handed over—like South-West Africa— 
to a nation which has no compunction 
about denying its citizens the most basic 
human rights. 

Rocer Moopy 


BIT 


BIT Information Service report that the 
response to articles about BIT in Peace 
News (September 26) has been greater 
than the response originating from any 
other paper. 


Peter Polish, of BIT, apologises to the 
people who have still not had replies to 
their letters, and promises that they will 


in the coffin of the UN as a defender of be contacted as soon as possible. 


and loneliness of millions in England and 
abroad. For further information, contact 
Robert Reed, Jubilee Hall, Ulcombe. nr Maid- 
stone, Kent, 


27 December Saturday 


EXETER, 1.45 pm. Springboks vs Exeter. Non- 
violent demonstration. March and vigil outside 
the grounds. Further details from Alun Walter, 
Crossways, 401 Topsham Road, Countless Wear, 
Exeter, Devon. Topsham 3888. 


29 Dec to 4 Jan Mon-Sun 


BUCKS. Woodrow High House, Amersham. 
‘‘ Conference cn Education.’’ Speakers include: 
John and Elinor Ferguson, Michael Duane, 
Simon Blake, FoR, 


31 December Wednesday 


BRISTOL. Springboks vs Western Counties, Con- 
tact Tony Lambert, Thornbury 2876. 


3 January Saturday 


GOSFORTH. Springboks vs North-East Counties, 
Contact Peter Hain, 01-789 5370. 


6 January Tuesday 


COVENTRY. Springboks vs Midland Counties. 
Contact Jim Gold, Coventry 466-424 or 465-311. 
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I don’t know why the British govern- 
ment is so shy about admitting that 
there’s a flue epidemic, when it’s 
patently obvious that there is one. 
Perhaps it’s instinctive magic—say 
it isn’t there, and perhaps it will go 
away. Or a tear that to admit that 
there’s a flu epidemic, when it’s 
the public will be able with an easy 
conscience to give in to the ferocious 
bugs instead of battling on. And 
though such weak-kneed conduct 
may make medical sense, there’s an 
un-British quality about it. 


Or rather there’s a very British 
quality about, such as the rulers 
want to suppress—the quality that 
1S going to break forth on the eves 
and morrows of the coming Christ- 
mas (or Hogmanay) celebrations, as 
wage-slaves slope off early, come 
back late, and extend’ the jollifica- 
tions in the firm’s time for as long 
as they can. - 


“Give that lot the excuse of an 
epidemic now, and we shan’t see 
them till 1970”, one can imagine the 
whitefaced barons of industry and 
despots of Whitehall telling each 
other in agonised undertones. 


Anyway, official epidemic or no, I’ve 
been flat on my back with flu for 
the past week. Just the chance to 
catch up with my reading, I thought. 
All those important new books. But 
of course my good intentions melted 
at the first paragraph. 


Instead I spent my time re-reading 
Lord of the Rings, and The Riddle 
of the Sands, as I always tend to do 
on such occasions. The intriguing 
thing about the latter is the con- 
trast between its sane, and essen- 
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tially naive and gentle quality, and 
the vicious imperialistic militaristic 
moral which it was written to serve. 
A contradiction that the author, 
Erskine Childers, solved personally 
by junking totally the imperialistic 
bit (though not entirely the mili- 
taristie bit), and ending in front of 
a firing squad. 2 

In fact I’ve come to the conclusion 
about really favourite books that 
what matters is not whether you 
agree with what the author has to 
say, or even whether he says it 
terribly well, but whether they come 
through as people you like being 
with. Which is just as true of people. 
However I did manage to read one 
“new” book: The Naked Ape. 
Everyone else read it years back, 
and has now got through Desmond 
Morris’s sequel The Human Zoo. I 
like to take things more leisurely. 


The trouble is that Desmond Morris’s 
ad-man description of Man as “the 
sexiest primate” keeps on hitting 
my subconscious and I get this 
image of Archbishops Heenan, 
Ramsay and sundry others all lined 
up in front of a row of beds . .. like 


something Bill Tidy would dream 
up. 

But I suppose that it was that 
flattering phrase that really made it 
such a seller. “I was a puny 40-stone 
gorilla”, etc. I suspect that Morris 
puts far too much stress on the basic 
importance of the pair-bond at the 
expense of the extended-family, sub- 
tribe unit, common to all apes, hairy 
or naked, up till the last generation 
or so. Compared to that details like 
pair bonding dwindle to relative in- 
significance. But that brilliant title 
has set me thinking. How about 
an opus entitled The. Upright Pig? 
This would concentrate on bringing 
out the things we have in common 
with the only other relatively in- 
telligent omnivorous, and naked land 
mammal. Or even—since I suspect 
that domestic pig’s looks reflect 
selective breeding in order to satisfy 
our cannibalistic longings,—The 
Naked Lunch. But no. I’m too late 
there. 


If you haven’t finished your Christ- 
mas shopping yet (I’ve hardly begun 
mine) then I suggest Doves for the 
Seventies. And not just because the 
publishers took a quarter-page ad 
in Peace News this week, which is 
admittedly highly welcome (and un- 
usual too). It’s the sort of present I'd 
like, which is the only test I can 
apply. 

By sheer coincidence the Peace 
News poem this week turned out to 
be by Peter Robins, editor of the 
anthology. A bit uncanny, that. And 
the December 30 thing at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall that ‘goes with Doves 
for the Seventies also promises to 
be interesting. 


GLAS SIPIED 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for serles. Box No — 1s extra. Cash 
with order not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London Ni 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address. Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Personal 


COMMITTEE FOR HOMOSEXUAL EQUAL- 
ITY invites inquiries. Write BCM/ Box 
859, London WC. 


CO-OPERATIVE COLLEGE. Applications 
invited from LCS members and employees 
1970 Social Studies Course Scholarships. 
Closing date January 23. Details from: 
Education Dept, London Co-operative 
Society, 116 Notting Hill Gate, London W11. 
Telephone: 01-727 0649. 


DUREX Gossamer 21s 3 dozen. Featherlite 


13s 6d dozen. Supertrans 10s dozen. 
Personal Service, PO Box No 3, Horbury, 
Wakefield. 


**T RENOUNCE WAR and I will never 
support or sanction another ’’, This pledge 
signed by each member is the basis of 
the Peace Pledge Union. Send your pledge 
to PPU Headquarters, Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1. 


PATRA CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. In- 
terested? Write: Mrs. P. Gill, 66 Laburnum 
Road, Redcar, Teesside, England. 


ON YOUR OWN THIS CHRISTMAS? Family 
in Yorkshire offer hospitality to persons of 
any nationality. Write: Joan Lee, Sun- 
Vale, Luddenden Foot, Yorkshire. 


Publications 


ANY BOOK IN PRINT can be supplied by 
Housmans to all parts of the world. 


Book 


tokens issued and exchanged, Large stock 
of books, paperbacks, peace literature, 
reetings cards, stationery etc, 9.30 am to 

pm, Monday-Saturday. 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Ni. TER 4473. 


FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy monthly 
2s. Freedom weekly 6d. Trial subscriptions 
to both for two months: 8s post free. 84b 
Whitechapel High Street, London E1, 


THE FREETHINKER debates live issues 
from a secular viewpoint. Every week. 6d. 
Free copy from: The Freethinker, (P), 103 
Borough High Street, London SE1. 


PEACE PACKETS. £1 a year pays for auto- 
matic regular despatches of latest peace 
pamphlets, booklets, leaflets etc from many 
organisations, and Housmans_ literature 
Hsts. Why not subscribe for a friend as a 
Chritmas gift? 5 Caledonian Road, London 
Ni. 


PLAY, the fortnightly magazine about 
young people and the _ creative arts. 
Seventh issue out today. Price 1s 6d from 
all bookstalls. Annual subscription £2 from 
1586 Malden Road, NW3 


THE REAL FREE PRESS ILLUSTRATED. 
Belgian Underground paper. Runstraat 31, 
Gemeente Giro, R 14916, Amsterdam, 
Holland. 


REVISTA CIENTIFICO LITERARIA. Scienti- 
fic and Hterary review in Spanish. Meson 
de Paredes 73, Madrid 12. 


SANITY, paper of CND, 
Godfrey Featherstone on the Vietnam 
Massacres, Malcolm Caldwell on those 
“ Secret Documents’? plus all new in- 
formation on the Arms Race. is per copy. 
Or £1 per year inclusive of all CND public- 
ations. Send to CND, 14 Grays Inn Road, 
London WCl. 


SARVODYA, 


this month 


monthly magazine of the 
Boodan movement in India, may be 
obtained from Housmans Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Road, London N1 at 22s yearly 
or is 6d (post 4d) each issue. 


SPEAKING OF HERBS, Herbal healing, 
nature ~ cures, fasting, radionics, bio- 
dynamics farming etc. West House 
Cottage, Barrack Lane, Aldwick, Bognor 
Regis, Sussex. 

TRIBUNE, the leading socialist weekly. 


Absolutely essential reading for every 
socialist radical and revolutionary. You 
certainly won’t agree with everything we 
say—nobody does, nobody ever has, But 
workers by hand and by brain read 
Tribune, and use it to express their views. 
Every Friday from :Newsagents, or 24 St 
John Street, London EC1. 


For sale 


BIAFRA MATERIAL. Posters ‘‘ Britain 
Supports this War, you the public could 
stop it’’, price 2s 6d. Black Cross stickers 
“1,000 die every day ” 5s a thousand. “ 90 
days ’’— the story of Joint Biafra Famine 
Appeal, free.-Send sae to Biafra Informa- 
tion, 5 Caledonian Road, London Ni. 


BIAFRAN WRAPPERS, shirts, bedspreads. 
Hand woven or printed, glowing colours 
£3, Overseas Trading, 172 North Gower 
Street, London NW1. 01-387 2317. 


Wanted 


VOLUNTEERS to pack Peace News on 
Monday, December 22, from 4.30 pm on- 
wards, 5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, 
London N1. 


Cinema 


UNDERGROUND TESTING. New Cinema 
Club, 122 Wardour Street, W1. 734 5988. 


Membership 25s_ students 10s 6d. 48 
illustrated pages free now. 
Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 


Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London Nl 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill! Road, 
N4. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
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No 1747 


Father Christmas and the business of war have a 
well established tradition of co-operation. More and 
shinicr war toys every year, toy soldiers, Action 
Men, plastic bazookas, soldier suits. Christmas 
truces? It might seem more appropriate to hold a 
special Christmas war instead. 


But let’s not rib too strongly these riflemen of the 
Royal Greenjackets who—in common with several 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1969 


WUS 


ONE SHILLING 


dozen of their fellows—are going to put in time 
this Christmas handing out presents to children 
in Northern Ireland. 


Sure it’s a recruiting gimmick as well as a peace- 
making gesture. Sure there’s something a bit sick 
in handing out toys to kids whose father you’d 
shoot at the word of command. But until the rest of 
us can demobilise Santa it makes sense to have him 
wearing khaki under the red. 


